
The Courage to Lead: Impacting School  
Culture from the Inside Out – Morgan Lee  
and Sandra S. Merriam 
July 24th - July 27th     $575.00 

This retreat is designed for school personnel who are currently 
involved in school leadership and for those who wish to take on 
the tasks that energize the leadership that builds a strong and 
competent school culture. Participants are encouraged to look 
inward for the source of the leadership so needed in today’s 
world. The program will energize educators interested in  
leadership and those already in leadership roles. 

Leaping Upon the Mountain –  
Mike Lew and Thom Harrigan

August 18th – August 20th     $380.00

This weekend workshop is for non-offending adult male survivors 
of sexual child abuse, rape, physical violence, emotional abuse 
and/or neglect. Our goal is to offer a safe and encouraging  
environment of healing. The weekend will provide a variety of 
healing activities, including the sharing of stories, writing  
exercises, anger work and other emotional expressions,  
small group discussion, relaxation and, yes, even fun.

40th Celebration of LGBTQ Lives at Kirkridge –  
Michael J. Adee and Jean Richardson 
Keynote speaker: Rev. Erin Swenson

September 8th – September 10th     $375.00

This celebration gathering will cast a wide net of welcome to all 
who wish to celebrate our 40-year LGBTQ history. We will seek 
to equip our conference participants in more effective ways 
to counter the religious exemption laws and efforts to rescind 
the hard-earned LGBT equality achievements of the last three 
decades. We will also work to equip our conference participants 
with effective strategies to counter religious exemption laws and 
efforts to rescind the hard-earned LGBTQ equality achievements 
earned over the past three decades.

Following Our Thread: A Courage and Renewal®  
Seasonal Series — Jean Richardson and Fred Monteith
September 19th – September 21st     $425.00/session

We want to invite you to continue to identify and follow the 
unique thread of your life. Join us to follow your deep thread and 
discover, in the company of others, where you are being lead in 
this season of your life. Using the Circle of Trust® based on the 
work of Parker J. Palmer, this series of four retreats will encour-
age you to discover the deep conversation you are yearning to 
have with yourself as you move through the natural transitions  
of your life.

Bread for the Journey:  A Celebration of Poetry and the  
Human Spirit — Mark Nepo, Rick Benjamin, Judy Brown, 
Kenneth Carroll, Kathleen Glaser, Michael Glaser,  
Kurt Lamkin, and Deanna Nikaido    $850.00

October 4th – October 7th 

Bread for the Journey 2017: A 
Celebration of Poetry and the  
Human Spirit engages partici-
pants with poetry as a dynamic 
way to reclaim the fertile ground 
of metaphor and image. These 
four days will serve as a reminder 
that poetry, by harnessing the 
power of the imagination, can 
make ideas felt, serve as a means 
of better understanding both  
ourselves and others, and point 
us toward a vision of a better 
world. 

Compassionate Listening: 
Healing our World from the 
Inside Out — Yael Petretti
October 20th – October 22nd 

$400

This experiential workshop is  
designed, through exercises, 
meditations and group discus-
sion, to help us humanize the 
“other.” Once we touch our 
common humanity, we can begin 
the work of reconciliation and 
forgiveness. What participants 
receive from the workshop has 
everything to do with what 
they bring to the work — their personal needs and challenges. 
Together we create a trusting, loving circle and experience the 
heart-opening power of Compassionate Listening.

75th Homecoming Celebration — Robert Raines,  
Cynthia Hirni, Cindy Crowner and Jean Richardson 

October 27-29, 2017     $375.00

Gather with old friends and new for a weekend of program, 
conversation, dialogue about our future, fellowship, worship and 
song. We are pleased to have as our special guests Rev. Nelson 
Johnson and Joyce Hobson Johnson of The Beloved Community, 
Greensboro, S.C. and the Inspirational Choir of Riverside Church, 
New York City to join us in the celebration. The Nelsons have a 
long and active presence in the non-violence movement and 
have worked actively toward a more just and inclusive  
world for all.  

Thin Places A Circle of Trust® for Finding the Courage  
to Live in a Divided World — Dr. Sally Z. Hare

March 19th – March 21st     $525.00

This retreat is for persons who want to live divided no more. In 
this retreat the skilled facilitator will help create a quiet, focused, 
respectful space, in which the noise within us and around us  
can subside, and we can meet stillness. We will explore the  
intersection of our personal and professional lives, making use  
of stories from our own journeys, as well as insights from poets,  
storytellers, and various wisdoms.

Unbelievable: Why Neither Ancient Creeds nor  
Reformation Faith can Provide us with a Living Faith –  
John Spong

 April 20th – April 22nd     $415.00 

Is there a God?  What is the divine nature? Can we talk about  
the God of traditional religion in a world shaped by Copernicus, 
Galileo, Newton, Darwin and Freud? How do we tell the Christ 
story without the doctrine of original sin? We will look at old 
symbols increasingly empty and try to mount a fresh way into 
Christianity. It is time to quit pretending and to face the issues of 
our time Christianity needs a new reformation.

www.kirkridge.org    2495 Fox Gap Road    Bangor, Pennsylvania 18013   610.588.1793

We are excited to invite you to the 75th Anniversary Celebration of Kirkridge! October 27-29th 
Special Guests include: 
THE REV. NELSON & JOYCE HOBSON JOHNSON 
OF THE BELOVED COMMUNITY, GREENSBORO, 
NORTH CAROLINA  AND THE INSPIRATIONAL 
CHOIR OF RIVERSIDE CHURCH, NEW YORK CITY  

Gather with friends, old and  
new, for a weekend of programs,  
conversations, fellowship,  
worship, story and song.
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As I literally place the leadership of the Kirkridge 
Board of Trustees into the loving and competent 
hands of the new Board chair, Mardi Tindal, I 
take the luxury of a few moments of reflection 
on the privilege of having served in that role. At 
our recent Annual Meeting, the Board consid-
ered the power of story and listened with deep 
attention to the poignant words and melody of 

The word ‘common’ originally meant ‘together-as one,’ ‘shared alike’ 
and ‘bound together by obligation.’ 

Heather Menzies, Reclaiming the Commons for the Common Good

Often on days like today, when the fog is resting thick upon the  
mountain, I think of Jane Bone Nelson. Jane Bone, the wife of 
Kirkridge founder John Oliver Nelson, was known for her deep sense 
of hospitality. On evenings when it was nearly impossible for guests  
to find their way, she would stand in the darkness with a lantern in 

her hand and, like a human lighthouse and beacon, welcomed guests to safe harbor at Kirkridge.

Years later, Robert Raines held up his own lantern for guests when they first arrived on the  
mountain with these words: This ancient rock has been here for 300 million years. Whatever sin 
or sorrow, grief or anger you’ve brought, the mountain is not appalled. It’s seen and heard it all.  
It is one of the arms of God, where it’s safe to lean awhile.

The present chair of the Kirkridge board, Mardi Tindal, recently said when addressing a group at 
Kirkridge, “We are living live in foggy times.” We are living in a fog of spiritual, ethical, and politi-
cal confusion. In times like these, it is easy to lose our bearings. However, we cannot find our way 
alone and are often called to hold lanterns for one another.  

Kirkridge is a place where we are reminded that our journey in this life is not a solo venture.  
Moving against the present tide of our world, we do not believe in “the survival of the fittest.”   

When we have lost our way or are confused by the path to take, at Kirkridge we discover others 
who will deeply listen, hold our hearts, and in a simple gesture of hospitality, offer us light for our 
journey. 

The holding of lanterns is a good metaphor for all of us who value Kirkridge. George MacLeod, 
the founder of the Iona Community of Scotland, would define this radical type of hospitality of 
Kirkridge as “the great and demanding task” of our community.  

Over the last 75 years, maintaining Kirkridge has been no one person’s job to accomplish. Like a 
national cathedral, treasure, or park, there is no claim on the ownership of Kirkridge.  This is a 
radical reality. There is no denominational ownership or shareholders with financial investments 
at stake.  Rather, over the years Kirkridge has hosted a parade of supporters who come and 
go, donate and volunteer, serve on the board, work and care for this place based on a common 
understanding of its contribution to our world. We work and volunteer here because at our core 
we believe that it is for the common good of all that places like Kirkridge survive. Our existence 
continues to offer light and hope to our world because we know, especially in times like these,  
it is important to maintain places where “it is safe for our souls to lean awhile.”  

In Gratitude,  

Jean 

the closing song, Who Lives, Who Dies, Who 
Tells Your Story, from the current Broadway hit 
of Hamilton. 

We have an amazing group of Kirkridge Trustees, 
who love this thin place and are committed to 
doing everything possible to tell the story of 
Kirkridge in ways that not only honor the past, 
but also give us the best chance for a sustainable 
future.  We are also very aware that our tenure 
on the Board is short – and we hold the sacred 
paradox of both contributing to the story and to 
letting go of the story as we leave, leaving the 
story of this place  in the best hands possible.  

For more than seven decades, Kirkridge has 
actively created space and supported a wide va-
riety of efforts committed to justice and offered 
radical hospitality, including welcoming those 
on the margins.  More than ever, we understand 
that the greatest gift of our founders was seeing 
that we are part of something larger than  
ourselves, larger than this place. 

Even as we honor our deep roots, we understand 
that today we are part of a huge global spiritual 
movement of wholeness and integrity and are 
uniquely positioned to connect with potential 
allies as well as those too often left out. More 
than ever, we need you and the gifts you bring. 
I invite you into conversations about what that 
could look like.

                               — Sally Z. Hare 

                (couragetoteach@sc.rr.com)

by Sally Z. Hare 

Sally Z. Hare  
Board members are grateful beyond words for the 

strong, loving leadership which Sally Hare brought to 

her role as Chair and delight in her decision to accept 

the appointment of Chair Emeritae. What great news 

that she will continue to offer her wisdom, creativity 

and dedication to the future of this thin place.

On the heels of our May board meeting at which Sally 

and I transitioned into our new roles, Jean Richardson 

and I met with five young Muslim leaders who have 

become friends. Standing within a long Kirkridge 

tradition of interfaith conversation and collaboration, 

we are planning collaborative work for the common 

demanding tasks of our time, nurturing peace and 

hope in a new context.

This is but one example of many conversations that  

reflect how we are stepping into Kirkridge’s next  

75 years: with a deep sense of the gift of this sacred, 

hospitable place and its remarkable story of personal 

and societal transformation.

As former Executive Director of Five Oaks, our  

sister centre, I am very aware of the unprecedented 

challenges in continuing to provide such a place as this. 

Yet we are not alone. You and I have one another on 

this journey into the future. Together we will continue 

to “wear this place thin.” As Abdul-Rehman Malik,  

one of our Muslim friends reminds us, we add to our  

traditional understanding of Kirkridge as ‘a thin place’ 

when we walk it and work in it together. As the action 

of walking wears a carpet thin, working for peace, 

justice and hope makes Kirkridge even thinner: the 

material and the spiritual, earth and heaven kiss.

I look forward to working along side of you, giving 

of our presence, effort and money to sustain and 

strengthen this thin and sacred place for today and 

tomorrow.

— Mardi Tindal

Kirkridge has often been referred to as a thin place. For 

over the last two years the Kirkridge Courage Fellows have 

gathered for regular retreats at Kirkridge. As experienced 

facilitators in the work of Circles of Trust®, they speak of 

their understanding of the importance of thin places like 

Kirkridge where the beauty of nature is preserved and 

trustworthy spaces for our souls is intentionally created. In 

this book, they share their stories with the hope that you’ll 

find some pieces of your own story, that you will discover 

portals to your own thin places.    


